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Haggai,  ii  :  9. 

"  The  glory  of  this  latter  house  shall  be  greater  than  of  the  former,  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts ;  and  in  this  place  will  I  give  peace,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.” 

The  harp  of  Judah  had  been  taken  down  from  the 
willows,  where  it  had  long  hung  in  mournful  silence, 
by  the  rivers  of  Babylon.  The  restored  exiles  had 
borne  it  back  to  Zion ;  and  as  the  walls  of  their  be¬ 
loved  city  and  temple  rose  from  their  long-neglected 
ruins,  they  tuned  it  again  to  notes  of  gladness.  One 
sorrowful  strain  only,  lingered,  for  a  moment,  on  its 
strings.  The  aged  men,  who  had  seen  the  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  the  former  temple,  wept  when  they  beheld 
the  great  inferiority  of  the  newly  erected  edifice.  But 
Jehovah  speaks — and  their  grief  is  assuaged — their 
strain  of  mourning  is  exchanged  for  a  song  of  joy. 
“  The  glory  of  this  latter  house  shall  be  greater  than  of 
the  former ,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts  ;  and  in  this  place 
will  I  give  peace ,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts 

Five  hundred  years  rolled  away,  and  this  promise 
seemed  to  be  forgotten  ; — when,  lo  !  the  Messenger  of 
the  Covenant — the  often  promised  and  long  expected 
Messiah — God’s  only  begotten  and  well-beloved  Son, 
in  human  form  entered  that  temple  :  and  by  his  per¬ 
sonal  presence,  his  instructions,  and  his  wonderful 
works,  imparted  to  it  a  glory,  compared  with  which, 
the  glory  of  Solomon’s  temple,  in  the  palmiest  days  of 

its  magnificence,  is  not  to  be  mentioned. 
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The  house  in  which  we  are  now  assembled — though 
not  entirely  rebuilt — has  been  so  extensively  altered, 
renovated  and  improved,  that  it  may,  with  propriety, 
be  called  a  new  one.  Before  its  renovation — as  it  stood 
here  for  near  fifty  years  past- — it  was  a  noble  structure. 
It  is  true  that  some  persons  in  this  community — with 
no  great  credit  to  their  taste  or  their  piety — allowed 
themselves  sometimes  to  speak  of  it  disparagingly.  But 
visitors  of  extensive  observation,  from  other  parts  of 
our  own  land,  and  from  foreign  realms,  often  pro¬ 
nounced  it  to  be  one  of  the  very  noblest  church  edifices 
in  our  country.  Idle,  thoughtless  fears,  also,  used  to 
be  expressed  by  some  among  us — perhaps  to  the  hin¬ 
drance  of  the  prosperity  of  the  congregation — about 
the  stability  of  the  building- — particularly  of  the  roof. 
Such  fears,  however,  would  never  have  been  expressed, 
nor  existed,  had  the  subjects  of  them  reflected,  for  a 
moment,  on  the  almost  invincible  strength  of  the 
arched  form  of  the  roof.  When  its  frame  was  recently 
exposed  for  re-covering,  its  great  firmness  and  strength 
were  the  admiration  of  competent  judges,  architects 
and  builders,  who  unhesitatingly  pronounced  it  to  be 
incapable  of  falling  by  the  pressure  of  ten  times  the 
weight  that  had  ever  been  imposed  upon  it.  It  is  to 
be  hoped,  therefore,  that  no  such  groundless  fears  will 
ever  again  be  felt  respecting  it — and  that  no  injurious 
reports  will  ever  again  be  circulated  against  this  tem¬ 
ple  of  the  living  God. 

As  it  is  probably  the  only  opportunity  we  shall  ever 
have  thus  publicly  to  speak  of  it,  we  do,  from  the 
heart,  here  render  honor  to  the  old  Circular  !  Honor 
to  the  distinguished  individual  who  conceived  the  plan 
of  it !  Honor  to  the  architect  who  drew  it,  and  to  the 
mechanics  who  so  faithfully  and  firmly  erected  the 
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edifice  !  And,  especially,  do  we  render  most  devout 
honor,  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  the  God  of  all  grace, 
for  having  had  his  gospel  so  long,  and  so  faithfully 
preached  in  it  by  his  devoted  servants  now  in  glory. 
We  praise  him  for  all  the  souls  which  have  here  been 
born  again,  and  for  all  the  noble  specimens  of  sancti¬ 
fied  humanity  which  have  here  been  trained  for  the 
upper  sanctuary — the  perfume  of  whose  pious  example 
is  still  fragrant  among  us,  and  will  be  forever  sweet  in 
heaven. 

The  text,  in  connexion  with  the  fulfilment  of  the 
promise  contained  in  it,  leads  us  to  contemplate  the 
true  glory  of  a  church  edifice ,  and  the  peace  which  God 
gives  in  it  when  that  glory  is  there  manifested. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  to  an  audience  of  intel¬ 
ligent  Protestant  Christians,  that  the  true  glory  of  an 
edifice,  erected  for  the  worship  of  God,  does  not  con¬ 
sist  in  the  materials  of  which  it  is  built,  however  cost¬ 
ly — nor  in  the  architectural  taste  and  beauty  displayed 
in  its  construction,  however  admirable  they  may  be. 
Not  that  these  things  are,  by  any  means,  to  be  disre¬ 
garded.  Those  who  think  that  any  kind  of  a  build¬ 
ing,  however  inconvenient,  uncouth  and  dilapidated, 
will  do  for  the  worship  of  God,  give  sad  evidence  of 
the  contracted,  meagre  and  dwarfish  nature  of  their 
piety,  if  any  piety  they  have.  They  forget  that  the  curse 
of  God,  rested  on  his  people  of  old,  because,  while  they 
dwelt  in  their  ceiled  houses,  they  suffered  the  house  of 
God  to  remain  in  an  unfinished  and  disreputable  state. 

But  while  convenience,  neatness,  and  architectural 
order  and  beauty  should  characterize,  in  a  high  degree, 
the  temple  of  God ; — (and,  in  these  respects,  the  pre¬ 
sent  state  of  this  house  far,  very  far  exceeds  its  former 
condition,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  architect 
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who  designed,  and  the  mechanics  who  have  executed 
the  vast  improvements  in  it) — still,  these  things  may 
exist  in  a  church  edifice  in  perfection,  and  yet  it  may 
be  as  destitute  of  true  glory  as  the  magnificent  temple 
of  Solomon  was,  when  the  Shechinah,  the  symbol  of 
the  divine  presence  had  departed  from  it,  and  it  had 
become  a  house  of  merchandize  and  a  den  of  thieves. 
Something  more — much  more  than  the  splendid  por¬ 
tico,  the  lofty  and  graceful  spire,  the  magnificent  dome, 
u  the  long  drawn  aisle  and  fretted  vault,”  the  spacious 
area,  the  comfortable  pew,  the  elegant  pulpit,  and  the 
pealing  organ,  and  all  the  architectural  grace  and 
beauty  that  genius  and  taste  can  devise,  and  wealth 
impart — something  more  than  all  this  is  necessary  to 
constitute  the  highest,  the  true  glory  of  a  house  built 
for  God.  That  consists  in  the  presence  of  God  himself 
in  it.  It  was  this  that  constituted  the  real  glory  of 
the  ttmple  built  by  Solomon;  though  for  the  magni¬ 
ficence  of  its  structure,  and  the  splendour  of  its  deco¬ 
rations,  it  was  justly  celebrated  as  one  of  the  chief 
wonders  of  the  world.  It  was  this  that  constituted 
the  superior  glory  of  the  temple  built  by  the  Jews  un¬ 
der  Nehemiah.  And  it  is  this — the  presence  of  God, 
even  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  in  his  earth¬ 
ly  sanctuary  now — that  constitutes  its  highest,  its  only 
true  and  proper  glory. 

But  will  Christ  now  enter  and  glorify  with  his  pre¬ 
sence  a  house  erected  for  his  worship?  Certainly  he 
will.  Not  in  his  bodily  presence,  for  that  is  in  heaven, 
where  it  will  remain  until  the  final  restitution  of  all 
things.  But  if  the  terms  which  he  himself  has  pre¬ 
scribed  be  complied  with,  he  will,  in  his  spiritual  and 
gracious  presence,  enter  and  glorify  his  earthly  sanc¬ 
tuary.  He  said  to  his  disciples,  “  where  two  or  three 
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are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the 
midst  of  them.”  Let  his  real  disciples  assemble  in 
this  house — in  his  name  and  for  his  worship — in  obe¬ 
dience  to  his  command,  and  with  a  sincere  desire  to 
glorify  and  enjoy  him; — and,  according  to  his  own 
promise,  he  will  be  here  and  make  this  place  glorious 
with  his  presence.  Worldly  men  may  not  know  that 
he  is  here.  Mere  professors  of  religion,  and  even  luke¬ 
warm  Christians,  may  not  be  conscious  of  his  presence. 
But  his  true  and  faithful  disciples,  whose  hearts  burn 
with  love  to  him,  and  who  really  adore  and  praise  him 
and  pray  unto  him,  know  that  he  is  here.  They  are 
conscious  of  his  presence.  They  hear  the  whispers  of 
his  love.  They  feel  the  influence  of  his  grace.  And 
their  very  souls  cry  out,  1  this  is  none  other  than  the 
house  of  God ;  this  is  the  gate  of  heaven.  How  amia¬ 
ble  are  thy  tabernacles,  O  Lord  of  hosts !  It  is  good 
to  be  here.  A  day  where  Jesus  is,  is  better  than  a 
thousand.  We  had  rather  be  door-keepers  in  the  house 
of  our  God,  than  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wickedness.’ 

WTien  Christ  stood  for  the  last  time  on  the  Mount 
of  Olives,  ready  for  his  upward  flight,  he  said  to  his 
disciples,  “  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature  adding,  “  and  to  !  Iam  with 
you  alway ,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world? 

This  promise  was  gloriously  fulfilled  to  his  apostles 
and  other  early  preachers  of  the  cross.  It  has  been 
fulfilled  to  its  faithful  heralds  ever  since.  Christ  has 
been  with  them,  in  the  preaching  of  his  word,  to 
strengthen  them  in  their  weakness — to  comfort  them 
in  their  sorrows — to  cheer  and  animate  them  under 
their  many  discouragements,  and  to  give  his  word  di¬ 
vine  success. 

Let  the  gospel — not  human  philosophy — not  mere 
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morality,  nor  tradition,  nor  rites  and  forms,  however 
antiquated  ; — but  let  the  pure  and  glorious  gospel  of  the 
Son  of  God  be  preached  in  this  house — not  in  a  decla¬ 
matory  style,  nor  in  the  words  which  man’s  wisdom 
teacheth,  but  in  the  words  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teach- 
eth — not  in  an  obscure,  mystical  and  transcendental 
manner,  nor  as  a  system  of  wire-drawn  metaphysics,  or 
cold  and  heartless  abstractions  ;  but  let  it  be  preached 
in  its  divine  simplicity,  with  great  plainness,  directness 
and  affection — let  it  be  preached  after  the  manner 
that  the  Saviour  preached  it,  when  he  was  personally 
on  the  earth — as  the  apostle  Peter  preached  it  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost,  and  as  Paul  preached  it  on  Mar’s 
Hill — at  Caesarea  before  a  Roman  Governor,  and  wher¬ 
ever  he  went — let  it  be  so  preached  in  this  house,  and 
Christ  will  be  present  to  give  efficacy  to  his  word.  The 
gospel  is  the  chariot  of  his  salvation,  in  which  he  rides 
forth  gloriously,  conquering  and  to  conquer.  It  is  the 
vehicle  of  his  presence— the  channel  of  his  grace.  Not 
more  truly  did  the  spirit  of  Elisha  go  with  Gehazi  his 
servant,  when  he  ran  after  Naaman,  than  does  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Christ  accompany  his  word.  It  is  the  grand  in¬ 
strumentality  with  which  he  awakens  and  converts 
sinners,  and  edifies  and  comforts  saints.  The  preaching 
of  it  is  the  wisdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  God  unto 
the  salvation  of  all  who  beiieve.  May  it  ever  more 
be  preached  in  its  purity,  and  with  great  plainness  and 
affection  in  this  house  !  May  Christ  crucified,  be  the 
beginning,  the  middle,  and  the  end  of  every  sermon 
which  shall  be  delivered  in  this  pulpit !  And  may  he 
not  only  be  held  up  as  the  embodied  glory  of  God,  in 
the  ministrations  of  this  sanctuary ; — but  may  the 
transforming  and  saving  power  of  his  grace,  be  richly 
experienced  by  those  who  shall  assemble  here  from 
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Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  as  long  as  this  sacred  edifice  shall 
stand.  Then  will  this  house  be  invested  with  a  glory 
infinitely  surpassing  all  that  the  utmost  genius,  skill 
and  wealth  of  man  can  impart. 

For,  it  is  the  presence  of  Christ  in  a  church,  by  the 
influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit ,  that  constitutes,  especially, 
at  the  present  day,  its  highest  glory. 

When  the  Saviour  was  about  to  return  to  his  native 
heaven,  he  promised  his  grief-stricken  disciples  that  the 
Holy  Spirit,  whom  he  would  send  in  his  name,  should 
far  more  than  compensate  them  for  the  loss  of  his 
bodily  presence.  Precious  promise  !  And  most  glori¬ 
ously  did  he  begin  to  fulfil  it  on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 
FTever,  during  the  whole  period  of  the  Saviour’s  per¬ 
sonal  residence  on  earth,  were  the  minds  of  his  disci¬ 
ples  so  enlightened  and  expanded  with  the  knowledge 
of  his  adorable  character — never  were  their  hearts  so 
filled  with  love  to  him  ;  and  never  did  their  joy  and  hap¬ 
piness  in  him  so  greatly  abound,  as  on  that  memorable 
day,  when  the  Holy  Ghost  descended  upon  them,  and 
filled  them  with  his  influence.  And  never  was  the 
temple  at  Jerusalem  so  glorified  before.  Though  it 
had  been  filled  with  the  Shechinah,  the  symbol  of  the 
Divine  Presence,  at  its  dedication  by  Solomon — though 
the  Son  of  God,  in  human  form,  had  trod  its  sacred 
courts — though  his  sweet  and  heavenly  voice  had 
echoed  along  its  corridors,  teaching  the  great  things  of 
God  as  they  had  never  been  taught  before — and  though 
he  had  performed  in  it  works,  such  as  none  but  God 
could  do — yet  then  it  was  wholly  pervaded  and  filled 
with  God  himself,  in  the  person  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Then  the  apostles  spoke  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit 
and  with  power.  It  then  became  the  scene  of  far 
mightier  works  than  restoring  a  palsied  limb,  and  rai¬ 
sing  a  dead  body  to  life.  Sinners  who  were  dead  in 
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trespasses  and  sins,  stiff  and  motionless  as  to  any  holy 
exercise,  under  the  power  of  spiritual  death,  were  then 
quickened  and  made  alive  unto  God.  ft  then  became 
the  birth-place  of  immortal  souls.  And  if 

“  God’s  brightest  form  of  glory  shines, 

In  souls  renewed  and  sins  forgiven — 

what  divine  glory  must  have  filled  not  only  the 
temple,  but  Jerusalem  itself,  on  that  glad  day  when 
three  thousand  souls  were  converted  unto  God ! 

And  it  has  been  so  ever  since.  In  every  house 
erected  for  the  worship  of  God,  where,  through  the 
faithful  exhibition  of  divine  truth,  and  in  answer  to 
the  believing  prayers  of  his  people,  God  sheds  down 
the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  the  conversion  of 
sinners — there,  the  divine  glory  is  manifested  in  the 
most  interesting  light.  Unconverted  men,  whose  minds 
are  blinded  by  sin,  and  whose  hearts  are  filled  with 
worldly  objects,  business  and  cares,  may  not  see  or  ac¬ 
knowledge  it.  Mere  professors  of  religion,  those  who 
have  only  the  form  of  godliness,  but  know  nothing  of 
its  power,  may  regard  all  such  glorious  manifestations 
of  the  Spirit  as  sheer  fanaticism.  But  holy  angels, 
who  dwell  in  the  unveiled  presence  of  God  on  high, 
leave  their  bright  abode,  and  come  down  to  his  sanc¬ 
tuaries  on  earth,  that  they  may  be  ravished  with  the 
sight  of  his  glory,  as  displayed  by  the  converting  and 
saving  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  And  when  they 
behold  it,  instantly  they  bear  the  news  of  it  to  hea¬ 
ven,  and  awaken  fresh  joy  around  the  throne.  Beal 
Christians,  also,  rejoice  exceedingly  in  the  glory  of 
God  manifested  in  the  conversion  of  sinners.  And  all, 
who  ever  experience  the  renewing  and  saving  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  rejoice  in  it  here,  and  they  will 
rejoice  in  it  with  indescribable  joy,  hereafter,  forever. 
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O  that  this  house  may  thus  be  rendered  ineffably 
glorious,  by  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit !  O  that 
he  would  now  descend  and  fill  all  who  are  here  assem¬ 
bled  with  his  influence ! — that  here  he  would  abide, 
not  as  the  glory  of  God  abode  in  the  temple  of  old, 
over  the  mercy  seat,  but  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  shall 
here  assemble  for  his  worship — that  he  would  here 
convert  sinners  from  their  transgressions,  and  bring 
them  unto  God  ; — that  he  would  enlighten  Christians, 
increase  their  graces,  aid  their  infirmities,  comfort  them 
in  their  sorrows,  sanctify  them  more  and  more,  and 
give  them,  in  sweet  and  holy  communion  with  God,  a 
rich  foretaste  of  heaven !  Then  will  this  edifice  be, 
indeed,  a  temple  of  God,  infinitely  more  glorious  than 
the  most  costly  and  splendid  palaces  of  earthly  kings. 

And  then,  too,  will  here  be  fulfilled  the  gracious 
promise ,  expressed  in  the  last  part  of  our  text  u  In 
this  place  will  I  give  peace,  saitJi  the  Lord  of  hosts” 

As  a  sinner,  man  is  at  war  with  his  Maker  and  with 
himself.  The  Son  of  God  came  to  effect  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion.  In  token  of  the  pacific  nature  of  his  mission, 
the  temple  of  Janus  was  closed  at  his  birth,  and  the 
civil  contentions  of  the  world  were  hushed  into  uni¬ 
versal  repose. 

Th z  foundation  of  holy,  lasting  peace  between  God 
and  man — of  peace  in  the  bosom  of  man  himself,  and 
with  his  fellow  men,  was  laid  by  the  Redeemer,  when 
he  offered  up  himself  a  sacrifice  of  atonement  for  hu¬ 
man  guilt.  Then  divine  justice  was  appeased — the 
law  of  God  was  magnified  and  honoured,  and  all  the 
perfections  of  God  were  glorified  in  the  highest  de¬ 
gree — while  peace,  sweet,  pure  and  everlasting  peace, 
was  procured  for  the  guilty,  wretched  children  of 
men. 
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And  this  peace  of  God’s  providing  is  actually  given 
by  him  to  all  who  are  truly  willing  to  receive  it. 
In  their  conversion  their  enmity  is  subdued,  and  they 
are  brought  into  a  state  of  reconciliation  and  friendship 
with  God.  And  during  their  subsequent  Christian 
course,  the  bonds  of  this  peace  are  brightened  and 
strengthened,  till  at  length  the  happy  subjects  of  it 
are  brought  into  the  perfect  enjoyment  of  eternal 
peace  in  heaven. 

The  grand  instrumentality  by  which  this  great  bles¬ 
sing  is  conferred,  is  the  exhibition  of  Christ  crucified, 
in  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  His  special  presence, 
by  the  Spirit  accompanying  this  instrumentality,  at 
once  changes  the  lion  into  the  lamb  ;  subdues  the  en¬ 
mity  of  the  carnal  mind,  and  converts  rebels  into 
friends.  Upon  the  first  exhibition  of  a  crucified  Sa¬ 
viour,  in  the  preaching  of  his  gospel,  accompanied  as 
it  was  by  the  Holy  Spirit  sent  down  from  heaven,  the 
rage  of  his  very  murderers  was  overcome,  and  three 
thousand  deadly  foes  cheerfully  submitted  at  his  feet. 
Similar  effects  attended  the  preaching  of  Christ  cruci¬ 
fied  by  the  Apostles  and  early  heralds  of  the  cross, 
wherever  they  went.  Although  they  had  to  encoun¬ 
ter  the  influence  of  wealth,  the  stupidity  of  ignorance, 
the  inveteracy  of  prejudice,  and  the  pride  of  philoso¬ 
phy,  falsely  so  called, — although  persecution  drew  its 
sword,  and  martyrdom  kindled  its  fires,  and  a  world 
in  arms  opposed  their  progress  ; — yet  their  march  was 
onward,  and  multitudes,  in  every  place,  where  they 
unfurled  the  banner  of  the  cross,  and  exhibited  the 
crucified  Redeemer,  were  reconciled  to  God  and  filled 
with  his  peace. 

Nor  are  the  benign  and  peaceful  effects  of  the  Sa¬ 
viour’s  gracious  presence  with  his  servants,  in  modern 
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times,  scarcely  less  wonderful  and  glorious.  Accom¬ 
panying  the  labors  of  the  faithful  missionary  of  the 
cross  in  ]3agan  lands,  it  not  only  fills  his  own  heart  with 
peace,  but  it  imparts  the  same  blessing  to  others,  who 
before  had  never  enjoyed  it.  Before  his  presence,  ac¬ 
companying  the  preaching  of  his  gospel,  the  thrones  of 
paganism  totter  and  fall — idolatrous  temples,  with 
their  obscene  and  cruel  rites,  and  altars  drenched  with 
human  blood,  vanish  away.  The  frequent  and  abhor¬ 
rent  crime  of  infanticide  is  suppressed — the  blazing 
funeral  pile  of  the  devoted  widow  is  extinguished  be¬ 
fore  her  eyes — and  thousands  of  captive  immortal  be¬ 
ings  leap  from  their  spiritual  bondage  to  enjoy  the 
liberty  and  peace  of  the  gospel.  It  is  supposed  that 
within  the  last  fifty  years,  more  than  half  a  million  of 
hardened,  polluted  idolaters  in  pagan  lands,  have,  by 
the  presence  and  power  of  Christ,  through  the  labors 
of  a  few  faithful  missionaries  of  the  cross,  been  con¬ 
verted  and  filled  with  his  peace. 

And  what  bloodless  victories  of  peace,  is  not  our 
Immanuel  achieving  in  Christian  lands  !  The  sorrows 
of  his  people  are  turned  into  joy  at  his  presence. 
Their  inbred  sins  and  corruptions  cease  to  rage :  and 
even  Satan  is  greatly  restrained  from  disturbing  their 
repose.  Where  Christ  displays  the  triumphs  of  his 
grace,  his  people  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full 
of  glory.  The  peace  of  God  which  passeth  under¬ 
standing,  even  that  peace  which  Christ  bequeathed 
to  his  sorrowing  disciples,  as  his  parting  legacy,  fills 
their  hearts  and  gives  them  a  rich  foretaste  of  heaven 
on  earth.  The  hard  hearts  of  sinners,  also,  melt  and 
flow  down  in  his  presence.  Their  enmity  is  exchanged 
for  love  ; — the  reproofs  and  tormenting  stings  of  con¬ 
science  give  place  to  its  blissful  voice  of  approbation  ; 
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and  the  pains  and  sorrows  of  sin  are  succeeded  by  the 
song  of  joy  and  peace  in  believing. 

Such,  and  far  more  glorious  effects  of  the  Saviour’s 
gracious  presence  than  language  can  express,  have  been 
seen  and  felt  in  many  places  in  our  own  beloved  coun¬ 
try.  And  why  may  they  not  be  experienced  here  ? 
They  may  be.  Only  let  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the  great 
Reconciler  of  God  and  man,  whose  advent  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  a  heavenly  choir,  in  a  song  of  u  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest ;  on  earth  peace,  good  will  to  man 
and  who  has  laid  sure  and  strong  the  foundation  of  a 
glorious  and  lasting  peace  in  the  blood  of  the  cross, — 
only  let  him  enter  and  dwell  in  this  sanctuary, — let  him, 
in  the  preaching  which  shall  here  be  heard,  be  exhibi¬ 
ted  in  his  glorious  character  and  reconciling  work — 
and  especially  let  him  accompany  his  word  with  the 
energizing  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit — and  O  what 
divine  and  heavenly  peace  will  here  be  given  and 
abound  !  Then  sinners,  filled  with  penitence  for  their 
unprovoked  rebellion  against  their  Maker,  will  throw 
down  the  weapons  of  their  unhallowed  warfare,  and 
submit  themselves  unreservedly  to  God.  Looking  up 
to  him,  through  faith  in  the  great  Pacificator,  for  par¬ 
doning  mercy,  and  God  also  looking  upon  the  Divine 
Mediator,  his  beloved  Son,  will,  for  his  sake,  accept 
their  submission  and  forgive  their  sins.  The  war  be¬ 
tween  them  and  their  Maker  then  is  ended.  They  are 
reconciled  to  God,  and  God  is  reconciled  to  them.  A 
holy  and  delightful  intercourse  commences  between 
them.  They  love  him,  and  he  loves  them.  They  glo¬ 
rify  him,  and  he  honors  them.  They  are  happy  in  him, 
their  Almighty  Father  and  Friend,  and  he  rejoices  in 
them  as  the  obedient  children  of  his  grace.  What 
peace  then  fills  their  previously  agitated  and  agonized 
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bosoms !  Their  spirits  are  calmed  Their  distressing 
fears  and  forebodings  of  a  coming  judgment  and  an 
undone  eternity  are  allayed.  Conscience  is  disarmed  of 
its  sting.  Its  harsh,  thundering  tones  of  condemna¬ 
tion,  are  exchanged  for  the  soft,  sweet  notes  of  appro¬ 
bation  and  peace.  The  war  of  passion  within  them  is 
terminated.  The  reign  of  their  imperious  lusts  is  bro¬ 
ken.  Their  evil  tempers  and  dispositions  ar.e  mortified 
and  subdued.  And  peace  diffuses  its  serene  and  hea¬ 
venly  influence  through  all  their  soul. 

What  concord  also  reigns  among  the  members  of  a 
church,  where  the  Saviour  manifests  his  gracious  pre¬ 
sence  !  Division  and  strife,  envy  and  jealousy,  fault¬ 
finding  and  harsh-judging,  evil-speaking  and  evil  sur¬ 
mising,  are  then  unknown  among  them.  They  bear 
with  one  another’s  infirmities  and  cheerfully  forego 
their  own  individual  convenience,  interest  and  right, 
for  the  good  of  others — the  benefit  of  the  whole.  They 
love  the  church,  and  delight  to  make  sacrifices  for  her 
welfare.  The  charity  which  thinketh  no  evil,  wdiich 
beareth  all  things,  believeth  all  things,  hopeth  all 
things,  endureth  all  things,  and  which  covers  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  the  sins  of  others,  dwells  richly  in  their  bo¬ 
soms.  They  love  one  another,  with  pure  hearts,  fer¬ 
vently  ; — they  rejoice  in  one  another’s  prosperity,  and 
they  sympathize  with  one  another  in  their  adversity. 
The  church  in  which  the  Saviour  manifests  his  gra¬ 
cious  presence,  and  in  the  hearts  of  whose  members  he 
sheds  abroad  his  love  and  peace,  is  the  brightest  em¬ 
blem  of  heaven  that  is  ever  seen  on  earth.  And  when 
his  presence  shall  be  gloriously  manifested  in  all  his 
churches,  and  his  grace  shall  be  paramount  in  the 
hearts  of  all  his  people,  as  assuredly  it  will  be — and 
when  the  converts  of  righteousness  shall  be  numerous 
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as  the  drops  of  the  morning — then  will  the  latter  day 
glory  of  the  church  have  fully  overcome,  and  this  world 
will  be  transformed  into  the  bright  similitude  of  hea¬ 
ven. 

O  that  he  would  now  enter  and  fill  this  sanctuary 
with  his  gracious,  glorious  presence,  aud  the  hearts  of 
all  w~ho  are  here  assembled  with  his  peace  and  love ! 
Let  it  be  his  great  object  who  ministers  in  this  place, 
to  hold  up  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified,  for  the  sins 
of  men,  as  the  beginning  and  end— the  sum  and  sub¬ 
stance  of  all  his  preaching.  And  let  it  be  yours ,  breth¬ 
ren,  to  exhibit  Christ,  and  the  excellence  of  his  reli¬ 
gion,  in  all  your  conduct  and  conversation,  in  such  a 
light  as  to  constrain  others  to  love  and  obey  him.  And 
let  both  pastor  and  people  never  cease  their  united, 
fervent  supplication  for  his  presence,  till  he  come  in  the 
gracious,  overpowering  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  make  the  heart  of  each  and  every  individual  who 
shall  worship  here,  his  peculiar  temple.  Then  will  the 
glory  of  this  latter  house  be  greater  than  that  of  the 
former,  and  here  will  Jehovah  give  peace.  The  archi¬ 
tectural  beauty  of  this  edifice,  great  as  it  confessedly 
is,  will  then  be  lost  sight  of,  and  be  forgotten,  in  the 
infinitely  brighter  glory  with  which  it  will  be  invested 
by  the  presence  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  new  crea¬ 
tion  of  immortal  souls.  Then  will  the  peace  of  this 
church  be  like  a  river,  and  its  righteousness  like  the 
waves  of  the  sea.  Then  on  each  successive  Sabbath, 
here  will  be  presented  an  assembly, 

“  Such,  as  heaven  stoops  down  to  see.” 

It  only  remains  of  the  services  of  this  morning,  breth¬ 
ren,  that  you  all  accompany  me  to  the  throne  of  grace, 
and  there  solemnly  re-dedicate  this  renovated  and 
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beautiful  liouse  to  tbe  worship  of  the  triune  Jehovah, 
and  ourselves  to  his  service. 

Let  us  pray. 

Great  and  eternal  God  !  whom  heaven,  even  the  hea¬ 
ven  of  heavens  cannot  contain ;  but  who  dost  gra¬ 
ciously  cendescend  to  dwell  with  men  on  the  earth, 
accept,  we  humbly  beseech  thee,  this  house,  originally 
erected,  and  now  renovated  and  beautified  for  thy 
worship,  and  make  it,  in  very  deed,  one  of  thine  earth¬ 
ly  sanctuaries.  To  thee,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost, 
we  renewedly  and  solemnly  devote  it.  We  dedicate 
these  seats  to  thee.  May  they  ever  be  filled  with  those 
who  shall  worship  thee  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  To  thee 
we  dedicate  this  pulpit.  May  Christ  crucified  ever  be 
clearly  exhibited  in  it,  as  the  wisdom  of  God  and  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation.  To  thee  we  consecrate 
the  sacramental  board  which  is  here  to  be  spread.  As 
often  as  thy  children  surround  it,  may  they  sit  to¬ 
gether  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  feast  on 
the  fruits  of  redeeming  grace  and  dying  love.  To 
thee,  and  to  thy  service,  we  set  apart  and  heartily  de¬ 
vote  this  whole  edifice ,  with  all  that  pertains  to  it.  May 
its  walls  be  salvation  and  it  gates  praise.  Bless  its 
provisions,  and  feed  all  who  here  wait  upon  thee  with 
the  bread  of  life.  Let  thy  gracious  presence  continu¬ 
ally  fill  this  house,  and  so  make  it  truly  and  eminently 
glorious. 

O  God,  the  Father !  be  thou  ever  present,  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  adopt  into  thy  family  all  who  shall  worship 
in  this  temple.  O  God,  the  Son  !  be  thou  ever  pre¬ 
sent,  in  all  the  efficacy  of  thine  atoning  blood,  to  par¬ 
don  and  give  peace.  O  God,  the  Holy  Spirit!  dwell 
thou  continually  here,  and  apply  divine  truth  with 
omnipotent  energy  to  the  heart  and  conscience  of  every 
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one  who  treads  these  sacred  courts,  convincing  and  con¬ 
verting  sinners,  and  comforting  and  sanctifying  believ¬ 
ers.  Arise,  O  God !  into  thy  rest,  thou  and  the  ark 
of  thy  strength.  Let  thy  ministering  servants  be 
clothed  with  salvation,  and  let  thy  saints  shout  aloud 
for  joy. 

Fulfil,  now,  O  God,  we  humbly  beseech  thee,  these, 
the  desires  of  our  hearts,  and  grant  us  thy  presence, 
for  which  we  are  encouraged  to  hope  and  pray.  Let 
multitudes,  down  to  the  latest  generation,  meet  here 
in  the  name  of  Christ,  and  find  him  to  be  in  their 
midst,  imparting  unspeakable  glory  to  this  house,  and 
filling  their  hearts  with  joy  and  peace.  And  when 
this  edifice  shall  have  crumbled  into  dust,  and  with 
the  wreck  of  countless  worlds  shall  have  passed  away, 
may  all  who  have  ever  worshipped  here  in  the  spirit 
of  the  Gospel,  meet  around  thy  throne  above,  and 
pour  out  their  whole  souls  in  one  united,  rapturous  and 
eternal  anthem  of  praise  to  thine  adorable  name. 

Accept  our  offering,  most  merciful  Father,  we  hum¬ 
bly  pray  thee,  and  grant  us  our  requests  so  far  as  they 
are  in  accordance  with  thy  will,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord  and  our  Redeemer.  And  unto  the 
Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  three  persons  but 
one  God,  be  all  honor,  power  and  glory,  now  and 
forever  more.  Amen. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Monday ,  August  8th ,  1855, 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir: — 

It  affords  us  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  the  Circular  Church,  held  yesterday,  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  to  assure  you  that  they  will  be 
much  gratified  by  your  compliance  with  it,  viz  : 

j Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  church  be  tendered  to  our  Pastor? 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Post,  for  the  very  interesting  and  appropriate  discourse 
delivered  by  him  upon  the  occasion  of  the  re-opening  of  our  church 
this  morning,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  it  for  pub¬ 
lication  in  pamphlet  form,  for  the  use  of  the  congregation. 

We  remain,  Rev.  and  Dear  Sir, 

Very  respectfully  and  affectionately, 

H.  L.  PINCKNEY,  Chairman  pro  tem , 

B.  Lanneau,  Secretary. 

Rev.  Dr.  Post. 


Charleston ,  August  9th ,  18531. 

To  the  Hon.  H.  L.  Pincknev,  Chairman  pro  tem.,  and  B.  Lanneau,  Esq.,  Secret 
tary  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Independent  or  Congregational  Church, 
Charleston. 

Gentlemen  : — 

Your  note,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  Corporation,  requesting  s 
copy  of  the  discourse  which  I  delivered  last  Sabbath,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  re-opening  of  our  renovated  and  greatly  improved  house  of 
worship,  was  received  by  me  yesterday. 

Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  convey  to  the  Corporation,  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  my  grateful  sense  of  the  favor  with  which  they  were  pleased 
to  regard  my  discourse  ?  I  cannot  but  think,  however,  that  it  was  the 
occasion ,  more  than  the  sermon  itself,  which  gave  it  any  particular  in¬ 
terest  in  their  estimation. 

Besides  my  almost  invincible  repugnance  to  appear  in  print — were  I 
to  obey  the  dictates  of  my  judgment,  I  should  withhold  it  from  the 
press,  which  already  teems  with  much  abler  and  better  discourses  than 
mine.  But  my  feelings  of  sincere  respect  and  warm  attachment  to  a 
congregation,  who  have  been,  and  who  still  are  so  kind  to  me,  will  not 
permit  me  to  refuse  their  request.  I  therefore  commit  it  to  them, 
through  you,  to  be  disposed  of  as  they  shall  think  best. 

I  am.  gentlemen,  very  truly  and  affectionately  yours, 

R.  POST. 


-  j 


NOTE, 


The  very  large  and  commodious  house  of  worship  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Independent  or  Congregational  Church  in  Charles¬ 
ton — commonly  called,  from  its  circular  form,  “  The  Circular 
Church” — was  erected  in  1805.  It  had  undergone  no  altera¬ 
tion,  and  but  slight  repairs  since  it  was  built,  except  the 
erection  of  a  lofty  and  graceful  spire  in  1838. 

The  pews  being  old-fashioned  and  uncomfortable — the  pul- 
pit  being  very  high,  and  the  plastering  of  the  dome  being  much 
cracked — the  congregation  resolved,  in  1852,  to  renovate 
and  improve  it  extensively.  For  this  purpose,  the  Clergy’s 
Society,  in  the  congregation,  very  generously  placed  818,000 
at  their  disposal — leaving  about  840,000  still  as  the  funds  of 
the  Societv. 

The  building  having  been  entirely  renewed,  except  the 
walls  and  steeple — the  frame  of  the  roof,  and  the  timbers 
and  floor  of  the  galleries — and  having  been  made,  with  its 
modernized  pews  and  pulpit,  and  its  grand  and  beautiful 
dome — from  the  top  of  which  it  is  lighted  by  upwards  of 
seventy  gas  burners — one  of  the  most  imposing  church  edi¬ 
fices  in  our  country — it  was  re-opened  for  public  worship  on 
the  7th  day  of  August,  1853,  on  which  occasion  the  following 
discourse  was  delivered. 


